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Barningham Surplus Produce Project 

Overview 

Barningham gardeners produce fantastic fruit and vegetables but unfortunately, we are not always 
able to harvest, use or store all that grows.  We saw an opportunity to make good use of this 
surplus by offering supplies locally to interested recipients.  The scheme is based on gardeners 
offering their surplus produce to a shared table at Barningham fountain.  Anyone can take items 
from the table and where possible, make an appropriate donation to an Honesty Box. 

All donations and any unsold produce will be passed on to the Barnard Castle Food Bank, which is 
currently struggling to fill demand from needy families and has a collection on Fridays.  They operate 
a zero-waste policy, so any fresh produce not taken from the Food Bank on a Friday will be passed 
on to Wetheriggs Animal Rescue. 
At a time when we are all becoming more conscious of the need to reduce waste and adopt more 
sustainable practices in our everyday lives, this provides a win-win-win solution for gardeners, 
residents and families in need.  Eat Barningham produce and help feed another family! 

When and where 

The Produce at the Fountain table will be set up at Barningham fountain every Thursday from 11am 
to 6pm until further notice.  Updates will be provided on the Barningham Net Zero website and in 
The Flyer. 

All are encouraged to visit the Produce at the Fountain table, leave items for others, take items and 
leave a donation. 

This is a great opportunity for all to enjoy freshly picked food straight from the garden! 

What can and cannot be donated 

Please donate: any surplus fruit, vegetables, herbs, potted plants or other small items, particularly 
food related.  The donated items will be left on an outdoor table for 7 hours, so they must be able to 
withstand outdoor conditions without deterioration.  Protection from the sun will be provided in hot 
weather. 

Donors can bring their items to the fountain on Thursday mornings or contact George-Anne (01833 
621203) to drop off in advance. 

We do not want: meat, dairy or other food stuffs that require immediate refrigeration.  No high value 
items. 

Further help for donators 

We appreciate that some produce is surplus because you are not able to pick or harvest.  If you are 
willing to allow a volunteer to assist, please contact George-Anne (01833 621203) to arrange for help 
at a convenient time. 

About Barnard Castle Food Bank 

The StoreHouse is a food bank operated out of the Influence Church in Barnard Castle since 2012.  They 
are now assisting 20 families a week, double the previous number, as well as providing school uniforms 
and other supplies to school children.  A recent article in the Teesdale Mercury highlighted their current 
plea to the community for additional support: 

https://www.teesdalemercury.co.uk/news/concerns-over-lack-of-donations-to-foodbank 


